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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION IN MALDIVIAN DELEGATION TO 
3 1ST UNGA 

REF: COLOMBO 3520 

1 . MAUMOON ABDUL GAYOOM HAS BEEN DESIGNATED THE MALDIVIAN 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN, THE FIRST SINCE THE 
PREVIOUS MALDIVIAN MISSION TO THE UN WAS CLOSED IN 1970. 

GAYOOM IS ALSO DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRANSPORT, A POST HE 

RETAINS. HE WAS BORN DECEMBER 16, 1939 IN MALE, CAPITOL 

OF THE MALDIVES. HE SPENT SEVERAL YEARS STUDYING IN 

EGYPT GRADUATING FROM AL AZHAR UNIVERSITY. HE ALSO 

SPENT THREE YEARS AS A TEACHING ASSISTANT AT THE 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO FOLLOWED BY TWO YEARS IN 

KANO, NORTHERN NIGERIA AT A COLLEGE AFFILIATED WITH ZARIA UNIVERSITY 

AS A LECTURER IN ISLAMIC STUDIES. UPON HIS RETURN TO 

THE MALDIVES, GAYOOM WORKED IN VARIOUS GOVERNMENT 

OFFICES (A TYPICAL PATTERN IN THE MALDIVES) AND, FOR A 

BRIEF PERIOD, PUBLISHED A ONE-PAGE NEWSPAPER CALLED THE 

"MALDIVES NEWSLETTER". FROM 1975-76, GAYOOM WAS 

DEPUTY AMBASSADOR IN THE MALDIVIAN EMBASSY IN COLOMBO 

AND, WHILE IN THIS POSITION, ATTENDED THE 30TH UNGA IN 

1975 AS THE NUMBER TWO IN THE DELEGATION. HE WAS ALSO 

A MEMBER OF A SPECIAL DELEGATION TO TEHRAN IN 1975. HE 

RETURNED TO MALE DURING THE GRADUAL CLOSING OF THE 
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FOLLOWING THIS, HE WAS UNDER SECRETARY IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS IN CHARGE OF FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT BEFORE BECOMING DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRANSPORT. 
GAYOOM PREFERS TO BE ADDRESSED AS MAUMOOM. HE IS SHORT, 
WEARS GLASSES, HAS A SOMEWHAT RESERVED AIR, AND SPEAKS 
GOOD ENGLISH. HE HAS BEEN FRIENDLY TOWARDS AMERICANS 
AND RECENTLY ASSISTED AN AMERICAN WOMAN ANTHROPOLOGIST 
TO GET ESTABLISHED IN THE MALDIVES. MAUMOON FOLLOWS 
ISLAMIC CUSTOMS AND DOES NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 

2. MOHAMED MUSTHAFA HUSSAIN HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS 
COUNSELLOR OF THE MALDIVIAN PERMANENT MISSION TO THE UN. 
HE IS ALSO UNDER SECRETARY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS DEALING WITH FOREIGN INVESTMENTS. HE WAS BORN 
ON DECEMBER 29, 1947 IN MALE. AT 29 HE IS TYPICAL OF 
THE YOUNG, EDUCATED MALDIVIAN WHO IS QUICKLY THROWN 
INTO POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY. HE RECENTLY RETURNED 
FROM AUSTRALIA WHERE HE COMPLETED A THREE- YEAR TEACHER 
TRAINING COURSE. HIS ENGLISH IS EXCELLENT. OF 
MEDIUM HEIGHT, HE IS MORE MODERN IN OUTLOOK, POISED, 

AND WILL TAKE A DRINK. HE IS FRIENDLY TOWARDS 
AMERICANS. 
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